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Recreation Element 
 
The Township of Brick boasts some of the best recreational facilities in Ocean County. There are two ocean 
swimming beaches and one fishing beach located on the Barrier Island on Route 35 North. Concession facilities are 
available at the swimming beaches. In addition to being the host site of SummerFest events, Windward Beach Park 
offers a sandy beach on the Metedeconk River, playground and picnic areas and a large fishing dock. There are 
numerous athletic field complexes including the Drum Point Sports Complex at the corner of Brick Boulevard and 
Drum Point Road, the Pinewood Soccer Complex located off Route 88, and Edmund Hibbard Little League Complex 
located off of Cherry Quay Road. Located throughout the community are numerous neighborhood parks such as 
Colorado Avenue Park, Frede Park, Bay Harbor Beach Park, Lake Riviera Park, Norman J. Sherman Park and 
“Hank” Waltonowski Park. In addition to these active parks, many passive recreational activities are available at the 
various Open Space preservation areas located around town. Many of these facilities have walking or bicycling trails 
or areas just for exploring.  
 
The Recreation Department sponsors programs for people of all ages. There are a wide variety of programs such 
as, tennis and softball, arts and crafts, dance and performing arts. There are programs for all skill levels and many 
instructional classes as well. Recreational programs also change to reflect the season. 
 
Brick Township employs a philosophy that believes in providing state of the art recreation facilities and opportunities 
as a means for providing a better quality of life for its residents.  To that end, we have continued to pursue the 
acquisition of appropriate recreational areas into the 21st century.  We also recognize that removing these properties 
from residential development compliments the Township Open Space Plan and Conservation Element and makes  
great economic sense.  
 
The main goals and policies of the Recreation Plan Element have been designed to reflect this philosophy. They 
include the following: 
 
Goals 
• To serve multiple recreation and conservation purposes, such as active and passive recreation, cultural and 

ecological interpretation and information  
• To meet the recreational needs of a wide variety of citizens 
• To provide recreational needs such as outdoor games and sports facilities, bicycle trails, picnic areas, hiking and 

walking trails, and boating facilities 
• To maintain recreational and conservation areas to be useable and enjoyed by all citizens 
• To provide open space and recreation opportunities on an equal and accessible basis for all citizens 
• To preserve additional open space for recreation 
 
 
Policies 
• To provide accurate, current information on the supply, demand and need for outdoor recreation facilities and open 

space in Brick Township 
• To foster partnerships with other government agencies and non-profit groups towards the development and 

acquisition of recreational areas 
• To create a consistent funding source for the preservation, acquisition and maintenance of recreational and 

conserved areas through an Open Space Tax 
• To provide consistency between the Master Plan and all other planning documents for recreation purposes 
• To develop recreational properties in an orderly, planned and contiguous fashion  
• To provide adequate walking and bicycling trails  
 
Land Availability 
Currently, the Township of Brick has more than 15 percent of its land set aside for recreation and/or conservation. 
However, due to the suburban nature of the Township and the demographics of its population, more recreational and 
open space facilities are still needed. Presently, most of the Township is developed, although infill developments are 
continually occurring, creating more traffic congestion and a greater need for the preservation of the remaining open 
space.  
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Land Use 
Areas targeted for open space acquisition for recreation or preservation have been zoned for large lot, low density 
residential, making them less attractive to large tract developers. Many of these parcels are located adjacent to or 
near other preserved areas and will further the goal for providing contiguous preserved or recreational areas. The 
preservation of these areas will also minimize the impacts suburban infill and sprawling developments have on the 
community. Specifically, improperly planned development of the remaining vacant parcels can contribute to traffic 
congestion, water pollution, stress on school systems and municipal services.   
 
Demographics 
According to the 2000 Census, Brick Township’s 2000 population was 76,119. The population density was 2,526.2 
per square mile. The estimated age distribution is 24% of the population under the age of 18 and 22% of the 
population over the age of 60. This age distribution puts an additional strain on the recreational facilities in the 
Township since these groups have more leisure time to partake in recreational activities. 
 
Community Needs 
Most of the recreational activities available to children under the age of 18 are through the recreation department, 
private organizations and the school system. Due to the large number of children, many sports groups compete for 
practice and play sites. Currently, some “Little League” and “Pop Warner” leagues practice outside of the Township 
because of the shortage of play space. The most recent addition to the recreational properties in the Township at 
Drum Point Sports Complex has alleviated some of these problems; however, more space is still needed for the  
growing 18 and under population. 
 

The senior population 
also takes advantage 
of the various 
recreational 
opportunities available 
to them. Seniors are 
the most frequent 
users of the passive 
recreation parks and 
open spaces as well 
as the most loyal 
attendees at the 
various concerts and 
special events held 
throughout the year. 
This group also has 
the leisure time to 
participate in the 
recreational activities 
throughout the 
Township. 
 

 
Transportation 
The Township provides transportation from a number of centers throughout the municipality. Buses bring concert 
and special event attendees to the Windward Beach. Busing is also available for daily trips to the Ocean Beaches. 
There is no fee associated with this transportation as it alleviates traffic congestion and the need for additional 
parking on-site. 
 
National Standards 
The National Recreation and Park Association recognize an accepted standard for the amount of recreational area 
needed to serve a given population. Portions of  Recreation, Park, and Open Space Standards and Guidelines. 
Lancaster, R.A. (Ed.). (1990). Ashburn, VA: National Recreation and Park Association are excerpted below to 
provide an analysis of the measure of the Township’s recreational facilities in relationship to nationally recognized 
standards. 
 

Drum Point Sports Complex, ca. 2003 
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The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) recognizes the importance of establishing and using park 
and recreation standards as:  
 

1. A national expression of minimum acceptable facilities for the citizens of urban and rural communities. 
2. A guideline to determine land requirements for various kinds of park and recreation areas and facilities 
3. A basis for relating recreational needs to spatial analysis within a community-wide system of parks and 
open space areas.  
4. One of the major structuring elements that can be used to guide and assist regional development.  
5. A means to justify the need for parks and open space within the overall land-use pattern of a region or 
community. 

 
The purpose of these guidelines is to present park and recreation space standards that are applicable nationwide for 
planning, acquisition, and development of park, recreation, and open space lands, primarily at the community level. 
These standards should be viewed as a guide. They address minimum, not maximum, goals to be achieved. The 
standards are interpreted according to the particular situation to which they are applied and specific local needs. A 
variety of standards have been developed by professional and trade associations which are used throughout the 
country. The standard derived from early studies of park acreages located within metropolitan areas was the 
expression of acres of park land per unit of population. Over time, the figure of 10 acres per 1,000 population came 
to be the commonly accepted standard used by a majority of communities. Parks are for people. Park, recreation, 
and planning professionals must integrate the art and science of park management in order to balance such park 
and open space resource values as water supply, air quality and habitat protection.” 
 
Given Brick Township’s 2000 population of 76,119 and utilizing the above general standard, the Township presently 
should have 750 acres of recreational facilities. With approximately 3,000 acres of recreation and conservation 
facilities, the Township exceeds this requirement and provides a variety of recreational amenities for its residents.   
 
Currently, the Township of Brick has 675 acres of active recreational lands, including all school recreational facilities. 
These recreational lands provide the Township citizens with waterfront access, walking trails, bicycle trails, soccer, 
football, softball, baseball and multi-purpose fields, roller skating and blading facilities, playgrounds, and bathing 
beaches.  In addition, the Township provides for more passive recreational opportunities through large areas of 
natural conservation areas.  
 
A detailed matrix of parks, open space and conservation areas and their amenities is included in the document. See 
Fig. 2. 
 
Bicycle Trails 
In 2000, the Township 
acquired a grant from the 
Department of Transportation 
to build bicycle trails 
throughout the Township.  
The trails were constructed in 
multiple phases to provide 
inter-linkages between 
recreational facilities, 
conservation areas and 
community activity centers. 
These trails are located in the 
Airport Tract and Sawmill 
Pond Tract and through the 
Reedy Creek preservation 
area.  These trails have been 
constructed of solid surfaces 
for walking or bicycling. 
Access to these trails is 
provided through gravel 
parking areas located along local roadways. Amenities have been provided in these trail ways for user convenience. 
A map of the Saw Mill Pond and Airport Tract bicycle trails are enclosed in this plan. See Map A. 
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Waterfront Access 
In 2006, the Township of Brick purchased its first marina, Trader’s Cove Marina located at the foot of the 
Mantoloking Bridge. This marina was purchased through partnerships with Ocean County, Save Barnegat Bay, and 
NJDEP Green Acres program to provide waterfront access to the public. The current plan for the property is to 
continue the operation of limited marina services limited to rental of boat slips in addition to providing for a public 
park and Boat Museum with additional meeting facilities. In addition to Trader’s Cove Marina, many private areas of 
waterfront access are available for active and passive recreation. The majority of the access points are private 
marinas and boat slips. The Township has approximately 25 private marinas that provide recreational boating and 
fishing access. The Township does provide for other water-related recreational activities including canoeing, 
swimming, fishing and crabbing at various parks and beaches throughout the municipality. The Township of Brick 
boasts 1.79 miles of oceanfront, 39.5 miles of river (excluding lagoons), creek and 11.93 miles of bay front, making 
recreational opportunities for water-related activities attainable for most residents. 
 

Private Marinas and Boat Basins in Brick Township 
Marina Slips 
Bay Island Marina 202 
Baywood Marina 200 
Blue Lagoon Marina 21 
Brennan Boat Company 80 
Cassidy’s Brenton Woods 180 
Clipper Marina * 
Comstock Boat Works 100 
Cove Haven Marina 185 
Cranberry Cove Marina 29 
Drum Point Marina 35 
Forge Landing Marina, Inc. 200 
Green Cove Marina  283 
Harbor Yacht Club & Marina 136 
Hibbard Boat Works 120 
Johnson’s Boat Basin 175 
Lightning Jack’s Marina 60 
Manasquan River Club 200 
Mentor Marine 100 
Metedeconk River Yacht Club * 
Peterson’s Riviera Inn-Marina 65 
Sails Aweigh 40 
Shermans’s Boat Basin 35 
Shore Acres Yacht Club * 
Starck’s Landing 17 
Suburban Boatworks 240 
Weherlen Brothers Marina 197 
Winter Yacht Basin, Inc. 110 

Fig. 1 
 
 

Recent Recreation Accomplishments 
The Township developed an Open Space and Recreation Plan in 2000 to identify proposed conservation and park 
locations within the Township of Brick. This plan was prepared to qualify for the Planning Incentive Grant Program 
through the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Green Acres Unit. This plan identifies areas 
suitable for proposed park and conservation sites. The expansion of the Drum Point Sports Complex was identified 
on this plan and completed in 2004. These parcels were developed to meet the need for more soccer, football and 
softball fields and the addition of a walking track around the facility. Bicycle and walking trails have been constructed 
the Sawmill Pond Tract and Airport Tract. These trails provide recreational opportunities to the public while raising 
awareness for the protection of these sensitive areas. Perhaps the most notable accomplishment is the purchase of 
the Trader’s Cove Marina in 2006 to provide for public waterfront access for both passive recreation at the proposed 
park facility and waterfront access through a public boat ramp and boat slips available for lease.  
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Proposed Park Facilities & Improvements 
The Township of Brick is currently working towards identifying an area suitable to support a centralized Recreation 
Center to provide amenities including indoor soccer facilities, swimming pools, a theatre and ice hockey rinks. A 
number of potential sites are within the Township’s land inventory; however, funding for the improvements is still in 
the planning stage.  
 
The Township has identified a number of potential areas for park development on the Open Space & Recreation 
Plan including but not limited to a six acre area located on Van Zile Road for multi-purpose fields and play areas and 
a six acre parcel located on Cherry Quay Road that will potentially support additional baseball and multi-purpose 
fields.  
 
In the spring of 2006, the Township submitted a four million dollar grant proposal to the NJDEP Green Acres 
program for improvements to Frede Park, VFW Park, Drum Point Sports Complex, Bernie Cook Memorial Park and 
Angela Hibbard Park. These parks are all planned to receive improvements including landscaping, lighting, upgrade 
of play equipment, a possible dog run, ADA compliant surfaces and Astroturf resurfacing.  
 
Recommendations 
It is recommended that all publicly owned park facilities be re-zoned as “Recreation” on the official Township of Brick 
Zoning Map. This will help to establish development criteria for neighboring properties located in other zones such 
as buffers and setbacks. The establishment of buffers and setbacks will help to prevent encroachment of 
recreational activities into developed residential and commercial areas. It will also provide for added protection and 
security for the park facilities by providing a visual barrier between other uses and parks.  
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Bayside Park (Sunset) 5.5         • • •  •  •       
Bay Harbor Beach 0.75         • •   •         
Bernard J. Cooke Memorial  
Playground 6.5     • •  • •    •         

Waltonowski 2     • • •  •    •         
Brick Beach I 2.5 •   •   •      • •        
Brick Beach II 2    •                  
Brick Beach III 7 •   •   •      • •        
Brick Lake 4   •                   
Cherry Quay Beach 1         •             
Dock Road Beach 0.2   •                   
Drum Point Sports Complex 55 •     • •       •    •    
Angela Hibbard Park 3.5  •   • • • • •    •         
Edmund Hibbard Park 12 •     • •   •    •        
Forge Pond Golf Course 250       • •          •    
Frede Drive Playground 1.25     •   • •    •         
Herbertsville Playground 3.75  •   • • •  •             
Lake Riviera Community 
Park 7.5     •  • • • •   •         

Norman J. Sherman Park 3.25     • •  • •    • •        
Pinewood Acres Complex 19  •       •     •        
Veterans Memorial 
Complex 43  •    •   •     •        

Windward Beach 24 • •  •   •  • • • • • • •    •   
Saw Mill Pond 175   •                 • •
Airport Tract 275   •                 •  
Cross Cove 2.4   •                   
Riverside Woods 7.5   •                   
Reedy Creek 1.5   •                   
Havens Cove 3.2   •                   
Van Ness Park 2.11   •                   
Bay Harbor Conservation 6.1   •                   
Mudhole Branch 4.5   •                   
Drum Point Woods 17   •                   
Pinewood Preserve 3   •                   
Midstreams Greenway 33   •                   
Beaver Dam Creek 
Greenway South 13.3   •                   

Avis Drive 2.5   •                   
Princeton Avenue (Harding 
Manor) 0.8   •                   

Evergreen Park 0.8   •                   
Midstream Park 1   •                   
Laurel Park 1   •                   
Crescent Park 2.1   •                   
Beaver Dam Creek 
Greenway North 55.5   •                   

Sprial Cedars 6.8   •                   
Neri Preserve 2   •                   
Sudbury Road 0.43   •                   
Kettle Creek 0.33   •                   
Milano Park (P.A.L.) 8.92                      
Mallard Point Beach Park 0.5   •                   
Cedar Bridge Manor  Park 0.81   •                   
Municipal Tennis Courts 2.77        •              
Havens Farm 25             • •       •
McCormick Field 14.8      •                
Boland Field 6.29      •                
Beaver Dam Creek 
Greenway South 13.3   •                   

Avis Drive 2.5   •                   
Princeton Avenue (Harding 
Manor) 0.8   •                   

Evergreen Park 0.8   •                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




